
us Application No. 09/553,223 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



ereby certify that on 



3 



this 



paper (along with any papeil referjred to as 
being attached or enclosed) is being deposited 
via first class mail to: Mail Stop Non-Fee 
Amendnnent, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Shauna Murray 




Applicant 
Serial No. 
Filed 
Title 



Examiner: 
Group Art Unit: 
Atty Docket No.: 



Patent 
14380-0034 

PATENT 
Gregory B. Williams 

09/553,223 

04/20/2000 

A COMBINED RAPID 

SUSCEPTIBILITY ASSAY 

AND MICROORGANISM 

IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM 

P. Weber 

1651 

Dade 14380-34 (formerly 
14598-34) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT AND REMARKS 

Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed August 26, 2003, Applicant 
responds as follows. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which 
begins on page 2 of this paper. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 4 of this paper. 



RECEIVED 

MAR 0 8 ZOI' 



DOCSOCNl 027061 vl\14380.0034 



1 



us Application No. 09/553,223 



Patent 
14380-0034 



Responsive to the Office Action mailed August 26, 2003, Applicants 
responds as follows. 

This is a continuing application under 37 CFR 1.114. Claims 43-60 
originally were presented for examination and claims 53-59 were withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. Claims 43-53 and 60 
are pending in the present application. All pending claims stand rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph for lack of enablement. Additionally, claim 51 
has been objected to for an informal misspelling. No claims are allowed. This 
Action is not final. 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Please amend Claims 43, 51 , and 60 to read as follows: 
1-42. (cancelled) 

43. (currently Amended) A method for the rapid determination of a 
microorganism's identity and susceptibility to an antimicrobial agent comprising: 
preparing a sample to be tested; 

inoculating a hybrid panel having a plurality of wells with said sample, 
wherein said hybrid panel comprises a modified clear plastic microtiter plate 
having wells, said wells having clear bottoms and clear side walls for rapidly 
determining said microorganism's identity using fluorescence in parallel with 
wells for rapidly determining said microorganism's susceptibility to at least one 
antimicrobial agent; 

placing said inoculated hybrid panel into a device that maintains said 
inoculated hybrid panels at a predetermined temperature for a predetermined 
time; 
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